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The Colorado Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs (The
Alliance) is a 501(c)(4) organization that
represents 17 Boys & Girls Club member
organizations across the state to lobby on behalf
of the Clubs and young people who we serve.
The Alliance was formed in 2002 in order to
build government relations and increase
awareness at the Capitol about about Clubs and
our work supporting youth. By strengthening
government relations and engaging in grassroots
and grasstops advocacy, we ensure that
legislators and government officials address
the issues affecting our youth across the state.

Our purpose is to advocate for Colorado
Boys & Girls Clubs so they can enable all
young people, especially those who need us
most, to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, and responsible citizens.
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Legislative
Accomplishments

HB20-1360

Increase TGYS
Grant Funding
The Tony Grampsas Youth Services (TGYS)
Program provides funds to organizations
dedicated to prevention, intervention, and
education programs that decrease youth
crime, drug use, and abuse.
This grant program is integral in the
sustainability of Boys & Girls Clubs in
Colorado, and to the work we champion in
the aforementioned areas.
Due to the covid-19 crisis, funding in this
program was decreased, which is why
we advocated for a restoration of funds in
this grant program to support the youth
organizations that have stewarded Colorado
youth and families before, during and after
the covid-19 pandemic.
Through the TGYS amendment to the Long
Bill, we were able to accomplish a
funding increase back up to $1.5M, ensuring
that youth organizations like Boys & Girls
Clubs can continue to provide essential care
to youth across the state.

HB21-1006

Fifth Day Student
Enrichment
Over 60% of Colorado's school districts
operate on a 4-day school week, leaving
many working families without childcare
they rely on. Neighborhood organizations
like Boys & Girls Clubs have stepped in to
provide additional services and extended
Club hours, which requires additional
resources to sustain. The Colorado Alliance
of Boys & Girls Clubs advocated for support
of organizations that provide enrichment
during the out-of-school fifth day.
Boys & Girls Clubs of Pueblo, Fremont,
Chaffee, and High Rockies all provided
testimony in support of this bill. We also
coordinated testimony with other youthserving organizations such as the YMCA,
Rifle City Parks and Recreation, Colorado
Rural School Alliance, Stand for Children
Colorado, as well as the Colorado Children’s
Campaign.
As a result the bill passed by wide margins
in the House and Senate and is awaiting the
Governor’s signature.
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Ongoing Legislation

High Potency
Marijuana
Regulation

HB21-1317

Outdoor Equity
Grant Fund

HB21-1318

Today, marijuana products can have up to
96% THC content, with no current restriction
on 18-20 year-olds purchasing high-potency
concentrates. The Colorado Alliance of Boys
and Girls Clubs supports this bill that puts
the proper safeguards in place lowering what
can be purchased by an 18-20 year old from
40 grams to 2 grams of concentrates. In
addition, the bill specifies research that must
be conducted by the Colorado School of
Public Health on the health effects high
potency THC and at what point various
health concerns arise. We are proud to
support this landmark piece of legislation.

The Outdoor Equity Grant Fund will increase
access to the beautiful state of Colorado for
underserved youth and families. Interacting
with the natural world is a crucial
component of helping youth grow into caring
stewards of their environment, as well as
fostering mental health and decreasing
negative behaviors.
That's why the Colorado Alliance of Boys &
Girls Clubs supports this bill that will create
the Outdoor Equity Grant Fund, which
reduces barriers for youth and families to the
Colorado outdoors, creating pathways for
formal or informal conservation of the
Colorado outdoors, and offer environmental
and Colorado outdoor-based educational
opportunities.
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2022 Priorities
Increase TGYS
Funding

TGYS funding is a crucial pillar of the
sustainability of Boys & Girls Clubs
in Colorado's Club operations.
The Alliance advocates for further
funds to be invested in our state's
youth-serving organizations to allow
all of us to continue to serve the
Colorado youth and families who
need trusted, affordable childcare
the most.

Add to Charlie Hughes
& Nathan Gauna Opioid
Prevention Grant
Program
Prevention is a key objective for Boys
& Girls Clubs' programming, which is
why The Alliance supports the
Opioid Prevention Grant Program to
combat opioid abuse.
We advocate for funds to be directed
into this grant program to keep
Colorado youth and families safe
from opioid addiction.

Add to Fifth Day
Student Enrichment
Grant Program
Now that the Fifth Day Student
Enrichment line item is in place, The
Alliance advocates to fill it with
funds for community organizations
serving districts on the fifth day of
their four-day school week.
One potential source of funding for
this line item would be the $11M
ESSR III carveout for afterschool and
summer programming.

Make Statute
Changes to
Neighborhood Youth
Organization License
The Alliance is currently working via
licensing taskforce to create rule
changes that apply to the statute.
Next year, we plan to introduce
legislation that will update the NYO
statute to specifically change the
ages of the youth served and modify
drop-in/drop-off regulations.

www.ColoradoBoysandGirlsClubs.org

04

Youth of the Year

Each year we select a Champion of
Youth: one legislator who shows a
relentless passion for helping youth
across Colorado.
Our selection for 2021 is Majority
Leader Esgar, for her advocacy of the
Emergency Relief Bill, as well as her
support of Fifth Day Student
Enrichment. She accepted the award
live at our Youth of the Year Awards
Ceremony on April 26.
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Attorney General Weiser has been an
ongoing advocate for protections for
youth across the state through his
work against targeted marketing
of nicotine vapes and his management
of the Safe2Tell hotline.
He graciously provided the opening
remarks at Boys & Girls Clubs in
Colorado's Youth of the Year Awards
ceremony, recognizing youth for their
outstanding community service.

Advocacy Partners

We gratefully acknowledge the other organizations that have advocated for youth across the state by
supporting the upcoming legislation that aids Colorado youth.

