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The Colorado Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs is a
501(c)(4) nonprofit that represents 17 Boys &
Girls Club organizations across the state to lobby
on behalf of Clubs and young people.
The Alliance was formed in 2002 in order to build
government relations and increase awareness at
the Capitol about Clubs and our work supporting
youth. By strengthening government relations and
engaging in grassroots and grasstops advocacy,
we ensure that legislators and government
officials address the issues affecting young
people across the state.
Our purpose is to advocate for Colorado Boys &
Girls Clubs so they can enable all young people,
especially those who need us most, to reach
their full potential as productive, caring, and
responsible citizens.
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Legislative Wins

HB 22-1003

Delinquency
Prevention
Sponsored by Reps. GonzalesGutierrez and Daughtery and
Sens. Coleman and Hinrichsen, this bill
was a top priority for democrats and the
Governor’s office.
It establishes the delinquency prevention
and young offender intervention pilot
grant program, which awards 2-year
grants to local organizations to fund
projects that reduce crime among youth.
Advocates like the Colorado Alliance
of Boys & Girls Clubs voiced their support
of the program at the press conference
given by the sponsors and the Governor’s
office, expressing high hopes for the
appropriation of $2.1 million for the
program in each of the next two fiscal
years and the positive impact those
dollars could have on youth prevention
efforts.

HB 22-1052

Behavioral Health
Crisis Response
In a time of extreme need for youth postpandemic, Colorado is prioritizing mental
health support for young people. Now, each
public and private school in the state will
inform students about how to access the
services provided by the behavioral health
crisis response system.
All schools will include the phone number,
website, and text talk number for the 24hour Colorado crisis services number as well
as the reporting service Safe2Tell on
student ID cards.
There is the possibility of peer-to-peer
counseling services for students, and, in
addition, the state will provide behavioral
health crisis response system awareness
and education materials to each school.
The bill appropriates $158,690 to the
Department of Human Services for use by
the behavioral health administration to
implement the bill.
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Legislative Wins

HB 22-1131

HB 22-1281

Reducing
Children's Justice
System Involvement

Behavioral Healthcare
Grant Program

Children who are subjected to the juvenile
justice system are more likely to enter the
criminal justice system as adults, more
likely to face mental health challenges, and
less likely to graduate from high school.
Additionally, younger children who are in
the juvenile justice system are at a higher
risk of becoming victims of violence within
the system.
This legislation increases the age for a
prosecution in juvenile court from 10
years old to 13 years old, as well
as establishing the Pre-adolescent
Services Task Force to examine gaps in
service and make recommendations for
how to support youth ages 10-13.
The Task Force will also examine services
for juveniles and children identified as
victims of crime. There may be
opportunities for Club staff with the
identified area(s) of expertise to participate
as members of the Task Force.

Sponsored by Rep. Gonzales-Gutierrez
and Rep. Ricks, the legislation
established the Behavioral Health-Care
Continuum Grant Program to provide
grants to local governments and
community organizations for programs
and services along the behavioral health
continuum in areas of highest need,
including youth-oriented and familyoriented behavioral health care services.
Community-based organizations will be
eligible to apply for community
investment grants, as well as other grant
opportunities as a part of the larger grant
program.
The $75 million grant program that this
bill established represents a
monumental opportunity for Clubs across
the state to apply for significant dollars to
support youth and their behavioral health
needs.
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Legislative Wins

HB 22-1356

SB 22-140

Small Communitybased Nonprofit Grant
Program

Experiential Learning
Opportunities

This bill establishes the small communitybased nonprofits grant program to
provide assistance to organizations that
have been economically impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Many small nonprofits stepped up to show
huge support for the communities they
serve. Boys & Girls Clubs made sure to
continue to provide the services that their
communities need, even including
additional programs and extended hours
at some locations.
The bill includes $35 million for nonprofits
to access through the grant program.
The Alliance reviewed the requirements of
the program and identifies several Clubs
that are eligible for the grant dollars.

Experiential learning is the process of
"learning by doing," which can lead to
students making stronger connections
between what they learn in school and
what they apply in real-world situations.
Sen. Coleman specifically requested the
Alliance's support in this experiential
learning bill, and we were more than
happy to provide it.
This bill establishes and funds a workbased learning incentive program,
digital navigation program, and a global
talent task force that will study indemand occupations.
We strongly supported this proposal
because it could provide a multitude
of positive impacts on our youth, as well
as offering different avenues for Clubs to
participate along the way.
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Legislative Wins

SB 22-064

SB 22-037

Neighborhood Youth
Organizations

Tony Grampsas Youth
Services Program

This bill to modernize the Neighborhood
Youth Organization license, initiated by the
Colorado Alliance of Boys & Girls Clubs,
passed with overwhelming support in the
legislature. It does three things:
First, it changes the age served in an NYO
from six years old to five years old. This
change reflects the state’s expansion of fullday kindergarten.
Second, it adds a check-in and check-out
process as a necessary safety measure.
Historically, the drop-in/drop-out nature of out
of-school-time (OST) providers has been a
defining characteristic of their operations and a
critical determination for licensure.
Third, it defines what OST providers do.
Comprehensive OST does more than just offer
activities; it provides programs, services, and
wraparound supports to meet evidence- and
research- based measures while equitably
ensuring affordable access for underresourced families.

The Tony Grampsas Youth Services (TGYS)
Program is a state grant program that
provides funding to local organizations for
prevention, intervention, and education
programs for youth and their families.
It is one of the only state funding sources
for community-based organizations that
provide prevention, intervention and
education for children, youth and
families. This fund is an important source
of sustainability for Clubs in Colorado.
In previous years, TGYS funding was cut
and local organizations were unable to
access the same amount of support they
had before.
This session, legislators passed this bill
which added $3 million to the TGYS fund,
which will ensure that the most qualified
grantees can deliver services to young
people and families.
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Next Year's Priorities
Flavored Nicotine Ban

HB22-1064
HB22-1064 was introduced to reduce
the soaring rates of youth nicotine
addiction in Colorado by prohibiting the
use of flavors in tobacco and vaping
products.
Colorado has one of the highest rates of
teen vaping in the United States, and
vapes have much higher amounts of
nicotine than cigarettes. Flavored vape
pods are the way most young people are
introduced to nicotine addiction, which
poses a substantial public health issue.
Supporters of this bill hoped to reduce
nicotine addiction among youth by
eliminating access to flavored products,
which they view as the on-ramp for a
lifetime of addiction to tobacco and
nicotine products.

The focus of opposition to the bill was
from tobacco shops and small
independent vape stores, while the
underlying deep opposition came from
big tobacco companies like Altria and
RJ Reynolds. They emphasized that
menthol cigarettes have been a
product widely used by smokers for
several generations and that vapes
facilitate smoking cessation.
The future of nicotine addiction is in
vape products which cannot be
detected by most observers, like
teachers. The bill made monumental
progress, moving through the House
and the Senate Finance Committee.
HB22- 1064 ultimately failed in the
Senate Appropriations Committee on
the penultimate day of the session,
when leadership in both caucuses
facilitated the removal of committee
members who would have voted to
support the measure and replaced
them with those who would ensure its
path would end in appropriations.
Next session, the Alliance plans to
continue advocacy efforts to address
this youth public health crisis and end
flavored vaping in Colorado.
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Advocacy Partners
The Alliance's work would not be possible without the continued support
of advocates, donors and coalition partners. On behalf of youth and Clubs
across the state, thank you for your continued partnership.

