ASU ,ODAROLOC

Youth of
the Year
2021

TO INFINITY AND
BEYOND

OLOCCGB@

#GreatFutures

1202 RAEY EHT FO HTUOY

Program
Schedule
Opening Remarks
Attorney General Phil Weiser

Alumni Speeches
Jon Volpe, Daisy Lopez, Taylor Morris

Champion of Youth
Majority Leader Daneya Esgar

Meet the Finalists
Colorado Club YoY winners

gro.sbulcslrigdnasyobodaroloc

Winner
Announcements
Traditional and Military

Closing Remarks
Thank you to our supporters

For over 70 years, the Youth of the
Year program has honored and
celebrated the nation’s most
inspiring teens and their incredible
journeys. These amazing young
people represent the voice and the
spirit of hope.
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Note from the
Executive Director
Over the past year, I have been humbled in so
many ways by our young people and the work
Club Staff and Leadership do every day to ensure
Club members are appreciated, supported, and
given every opportunity to thrive. I have seen
through these challenging times how our Clubs
build upon the potential within every young
person. How we present opportunities for them to
expand their world through experiences framed in
fun and positive relationships. How we create
space for them to explore new ideas, form
opinions, and develop skills to help them find their
voice and use it.
Now, more than ever, it is critical that we all take a
stand for what is important and what we believe to
be right. These remarkable young people have
accepted this challenge! When we award the title
of Colorado’s Youth of the Year and Military Youth
of the Year, it is with the understanding that the
young leaders will represent the voice of all
Colorado Club members. It is a privilege to be
changing the world alongside these young people.
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Our Youth of the Year finalists are all exceptional
leaders who will undoubtedly go on to do amazing
things and make a positive difference in the lives
of others. It is through their vision and aspirations
that we have the hope of a bright future. To see
firsthand, how these young people embrace life as
well as its adversities and opportunities reassures
and inspires me to say, “these young leaders will
take us to infinity and beyond.”

Club

Finalists
Destiny A.

Kuper B.

she/her

he/him

16 years old

17 years old

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Pueblo County

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Chaffee County

Club Member for: 11 years

Club Member for: 7 Years

Career aspiration: Occupational
Therapist

Career aspiration: Engineer
"There is a reason that every child has
looked up to the sky in wonder.
Without curiosity we surely would
have perished long ago."

"I'm a product of what a Club kid
could look like when they are fully
engaged and supported."

Frankie B.

Cynthia M.

she/her

she/her

15 years old

15 years old

Boys & Girls
Clubs of the San
Luis Valley

Boys & Girls Clubs
of the Pikes Peak
Region

Club Member for: 6 Years

Club Member for: 8 Years

Career aspiration: Orthodontist

Career aspiration: Pediatrician

"Staying dedicated and focused on
what you need to do will get you
closer to your goals."

"Never be afraid to start over, Let
yourself make room to forget the past
and to learn and accept your
mistakes."

Club

Finalists
Gi M.

Itzel R.

they/them

she/her

17 years old

17 years old

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Metro Denver

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Weld County

Club Member for: 7 Years

Club Member for: 12 Years

Career aspiration: Art Therapist

Career aspiration: Human Services

"During my life, I am determined to
leave this planet a better, safer, and
more inclusive place for future
underprivileged and unheard youth
like myself."

"Your past does not define you but
rather, shows you what to do
differently."

Leslie S.

Zoe W.

she/her

she/her

14 years old

18 years old
Boys & Girls Clubs
of Northwest
Colorado

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Larimer County

Club Member for: 6 Years

Club Member for: 11 Years

Career aspiration: Performing Arts

Career aspiration: Psychologist

We will look to each other for hope
and for strength, and if we do that, we
can stand united.

"I am incredibly grateful to my Club
for playing a significant role in
shaping the person I am today - a
communicative, empathetic and
respectful individual."

Military

Finalists
William T.

Gianny V.

he/him

she/her

15 years old

17 years old

Boys & Girls Clubs
of USAG Fort
Carson

Boys & Girls Clubs
of Peterson AFB
Youth Program

Club Member for: 4 Years

Club Member for: 5 Years

Career aspiration: Pediatric
Surgeon

Career aspiration: Engineer

"You are the main ingredient in your
recipe for success. With optimism,
support and determination, you can
go anywhere!"

"Be simple and creative."
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Opening
Speaker
Colorado
Attorney
General

Phil
Weiser
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As the state’s chief legal officer, AG
Weiser builds a law office to serve
Coloradans effectively. Previously,
he served as a Professor of Law
and Dean of the University of
Colorado Law School, founding
the Silicon Flatirons Center
for Law, Technology, and Entrepren
eurship.
AG Weiser also worked under the
Obama administration, in the U.S.
Department of Justice and in many
more roles related to law and
justice. As Attorney General, AG
Weiser defends the legal interests
of the people of Colorado, as well as
serving as the chief legal council to
the state government.

raeY eht fo htuoY

Emcees
Danielle Felder

Danielle is the Executive Director
of the Boys & Girls Clubs in
Colorado and Colorado Alliance
of Boys & Girls Clubs. She works
to ensure Clubs have the
resources to serve young people
across the state. She leads both
organizations with passion and
dedication to helping young
people who need Clubs most.

Athena Kintgen
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Athena won the 2019 Colorado
Boys & Girls Club Youth of the
Year competition, then
advanced to win the Southwest
Regional competition.
Athena's passions include
learning and teaching sign
language, and working with the
Extraordinary Teen Council to
help teens avoid risky behaviors.
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Champion
of Youth
Each year, in addition to recognizing
our outstanding youth we also honor a
Champion of Youth who demonstrated
a relentless passion for helping youth
across Colorado.

House
Majority
Leader

Daneya
Esgar
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Representative Esgar was
an instrumental sponsor of the COVID19 Emergency Relief for Childcare
Sector bill, and she continues to
endorse legislation that supports
childcare organizations in ensuring
that youth have safe and nurturing
spaces to go each day of the week.
Representative Esgar is a model of the
integrity, kindness and service that
Boys & Girls Clubs in Colorado
celebrates here today.
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Alumni Speakers
Jon Volpe
Jon Volpe, CEO of NOVA Home Loans, ranks
among the top mortgage professionals in the
country. He credits his time at the Boys & Girls
Clubs for pushing him to achieve his dreams of
playing pro football, attending Stanford, and
raising two children with his beautiful wife,
Heather.

Daisy Lopez
Daisy began attending the Loveland-Pulliam
Boys & Girls Club and hasn't stopped since!
She now works as a program specialist at that
same Club. She enjoys reading, writing,
working on cars, and hanging with friends. "I
believe Once a Club kid, Always a Club kid!"
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Taylor Morris
Taylor Morris is an alum of Boys & Girls Club of
La Plata County, and a current senior
Microbiology student at Colorado State
University with minors in Chemistry and
Interdisciplinary Leadership Studies. She grew
up going to Boys and Girls Clubs for as long as
she can remember.
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2021
Judges

Pearl Bell

Lena Fishman

Jennifer Harris

Drew Houston

Jack Llewellyn

Colorado Office of the Attorney General

Citizens Project

Natasha Pepperl
Just As Special

Cameron Vigil

Young Invincibles

Colorado Department of Human Services

Weikart Center for Youth Program Quality

Durango Chamber of Commerce

Kristen Pozzoboni
San Francisco State University

Ashley Wilson
Elevations Credit Union
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With gratitude
to our
sponsors
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